PAGE  
5

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology of Health and Illness (Soci/Gero 2509)

Fall/Winter 2008/09

Tues & Thurs, 10:00 - 11:30

Dr. Sharon-dale Stone






Office:  RB2038

Phone:  343-8530




       email: sdstone@lakeheadu.ca

Sociology Department Website: http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines the social, material and cultural dimensions of health and illness with particular attention to the social determinants of health, the social organization of medical knowledge and practice, and access to health care. Our primary focus will be on Canada, however, other global examples will be presented for comparative purposes.

The course will follow a combined lecture/discussion format, with students expected to actively participate in raising questions and discussing issues. To facilitate this, students are expected to complete assigned readings in advance of classes, and be prepared to discuss issues arising from the readings.
EVALUATION
	Assignment*
	Weight

	Class participation fall term: every class
	10%

	Midterm examination, in class (Oct. 21)
	20%

	Annotated bibliography review (due Nov. 25)
	20%

	Class participation winter term: every class
	10%

	Critical book review (due Mar. 10/09)
	20%

	Final exam (Apr. 2009)
	20%


* Assignments are explained at the end of this outline.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is unacceptable and subject to various sanctions. It involves not only copying word-for-word a portion of someone else's written work without crediting the author, but also paraphrasing the ideas of others without crediting the original author. See the website How to Avoid Plagiarism at http://www.northwestern.edu/uacc/plagiar.html, and see University Regulations section “IX Academic Dishonesty,” Lakehead University Calendar. You will receive zero on an assignment if any part of it is plagiarized, and your name will be reported to the Dean of Social Sciences and Humanities.
REQUIRED READINGS

· Raphael, Dennis, Toba Bryant and Marcia Rioux. 2006. Staying Alive: Critical Perspectives on Health, Illness, and Health Care. Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press. [abbreviated SA]

· Armstrong, Pat, and Hugh Armstrong. 2008. Health Care (About Canada Series). Halifax: Fernwood. [abbreviated HC]

· Stone, Sharon-dale. 2008. Readings Package for Sociology of Health and Illness. [abbreviated RP]
· Other required readings will be posted on the WebCT site for this course
WEEKLY TOPIC OUTLINE AND REQUIRED READINGS – FALL TERM

First Class Thurs. Sept. 4: General introduction and course overview.

STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND THE FIRST CLASS.
Week 1: Sept. 9 and 11  — Introduction to Sociological Perspectives on Health, Illness and the Body

Reading: SA Ch 2: Bourgeault, Sociological Perspectives on Health and Health Care.

Week 2: Sept. 16 and 18  — Social Determinants of Health and Illness
Readings: SA Ch 1, Bezruchka, Epidemiological Approaches; and

SA Ch 5: Raphael, Social Determinants of Health: An Overview.

Week 3: Sept. 23 and 25  — Social Determinants of Health and Illness: Economic Considerations
Readings:  SA Ch 3: Coburn, A Political Economy Perspective; and

SA Ch 6: Muntaner et al., Social Class Inequalities in Health.

Week 4: Sept. 30 and Oct. 2  — Social Determinants of Health and Illness: Food and Housing

Readings for Sept. 30:

RP#1: McIntyre, Food Insecurity; and
RP#2: Tarasuk, Health Implications of Food Insecurity.

Readings for Oct. 2: 

RP#3: Bryant, Housing and Health.

Recommended reading: Shapcott, Housing (posted on WebCT)
Week 5: Oct. 7 and 9  — Social Determinants of Health and Illness: Gender, Race, and Marginalization

Readings: SA Ch 7: Gender, Race, and Health Inequalities; and 

Lynam & Cowley, Understanding marginalization as a social determinant of health. Critical Public Health, June 2007; 17(2): 137-149 (posted on WebCT).
Recommended reading: SA Ch 12: Armstrong, Gender, Health and Care.

Week 6: Oct. 14 and 16  — Issues in Indigenous Health

Readings: Adelson, Health Beliefs and the Politics of Cree Well-being. Health, 1998; 2(1): 5-22 (posted on WebCT); and 

Colomeda & Wenzel, Medicine Keepers: Issues in Indigenous Health. Critical Public
Health, June 2000; 10(2): 243-256 (posted on WebCT).
Week 7: Oct. 21 and 23

1. Oct. 21: Midterm Examination in Class

2. Oct. 23: The Workplace and Health

Readings: RP#4: Jackson, The Unhealthy Canadian Workplace; and
RP#5: Polanyi, “Understanding and Improving the Health of Work”

Week 8: Oct. 28 and 30  — Capitalism And Health:  The Case Of Injured Workers
Readings: RP#6: Barab, The Invisibility of Workplace Death; and 

Stone, Workers Without Work (posted on WebCT).

Recommended Reading: RP#7: Sullivan and Cole, Work, Safety, Health, and Compensation.
Week 9: Nov. 4 and 6  — Capitalism And Health: Biotechnology, the Environment and Health

Reading: RP#8: Abaidoo, Agricultural Biotechnology, the Environment, and Health.
Week 10: Nov. 11 and 13  — Health Promotion Ideology
Readings: Freund & Martin, Moving bodies: injury, dis-ease and the social organization of space Critical Public Health, 2001; 11(3): 203-214 (posted on WebCT); and

Conrad, Wellness as a Virtue (posted on WebCT)

Recommended Readings: RP#9: Anderson et al., Women’s Perspectives on Chronic Illness; and Anderson et al., Living with Chronic Illness. Social Science & Medicine, 1995; 41(2): 181-195 (posted on WebCT).
Week 11: Nov. 18 and 20  — The Development of Health Care Systems in Canada and the U.S.

Readings: SA Ch 9: Feldberg & Vipond, Cracks in the Foundation; and

HC Ch 2, 3 & 4 (pp 11-69)
Week 12: Nov. 25  — First Term Review

Reading: SA Ch 16: Bryant et al., Toward the Future: Current Themes in Health Research and Practice in Canada
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ASSIGNMENT DUE NOV. 25

WINTER TERM

1. Jan. 6 and 8 — The Social Construction of Medical Knowledge

Reading: RP#10: Freund et al., The Social Construction of Medical Knowledge.
2. Jan. 13 & 15 — Knowledge and Practice in Biomedicine

Reading: RP#11: Lupton, Power Relations and the Medical Encounter.

Recommended Reading: RP#12: Zola, Medicine as an Institution of Social Control.
3. Jan. 20 & 22 — Stratification and Power in Health Care Systems

Reading: SA Ch 11: Bourgeault, The Provision of Care

4. Jan. 27 – 29  —  Challenging Medical Knowledge with Subjective Experience
Readings: RP#13: Bülow, Tracing Contours of Contestation in Narratives about Chronic Fatigue Syndome; and RP #14: Davidson, More Labels Than a Jam Jar.
5. Feb.3 - 5 — The Experience Of Illness

Reading: RP#15: Nettleton, The Experience of Chronic Illness and Disability.
6. Feb. 10 - 12 — Aging and Health

Readings: RP#16: Estes and Binney, The Biomedicalization of Aging; and 

von Faber et al., Successful Aging in the Oldest Old. Archives of Internal Medicine; Dec 

10-Dec 14, 2001: 2694-2700 (posted on WebCT).

FEBRUARY 16-20: READING WEEK

7. Feb. 24-26 — Disability Issues

Readings:  SA Ch 13: Rioux & Daly, Constructing Disability & Illness; and

RP#17: Stone, Resisting an Illness Label.
8. Mar. 3 – 5 — The Commodification Of Health

Readings: SA Ch14: Lexchin, Pharmaceutical Policy; and 

RP#18: Albrecht and Bury, The Political Economy of the Disability Marketplace.
9. Mar. 10 and 12 — Ethical Issues I

Readings: SA Ch 4: Rioux, The Right to Health; and 

RP#19: Storch et al., Ethics in Health Care in Canada.
CRITICAL BOOK REVIEW DUE MARCH 10

10. Mar. 17 and 19 – Ethical Issues II

Readings: RP#20: Asch, Appearance-Altering Surgery; and 

RP#21: Taylor and Mykitiuk, Genetics, Normalcy and Disbaility.

Recommended Reading: Scheper-Hughes, Commodity Fetishism in Organs Trafficking. Body & Society 2004; 7(2): 31-62 (posted on WebCT).

11. Mar. 22 and 24 — Reforming Health Care in Canada

Readings: SA Ch 10: Wiktorowicz, Health Care Systems in Evolution; and 

HC Ch 5 & 6 (pp 71-117)

12. Mar. 29 and 31 — Health In A Global Context/ Second Term Review

Readings: To be announced.
· Course Review

April Exam Period:  Final Exam

ASSIGNMENTS

Please note that late assignments will be penalized at a rate of 5% per day. You will need to plan your time to make sure your assignments will be handed in on or before the due date.

Be sure to always keep a backup copy of everything handed in.

Critical Reading Towards Critical Writing

Your written assignments in this course are expected to be critical. This means that you need to reflect on what you are reading and offer your own evaluation of the ideas presented. To be critical is not necessarily to find fault with the text, it is to carefully evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the ideas and arguments presented. An excellent resource that will help you with this is the webpage published by the University of Toronto Writing Support Centre: <http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/critrdg.html> (also posted on WebCT). You are strongly encouraged to download the superb advice on this page and follow it (even if you think you already know how to write critically). The page also has links to other pages with writing advice.

Class Participation: (Weight 10% per term)

Generally, readings should be understood as raising issues and offering perspectives, rather than understood as representing the final word on anything. Ideally, you should view class meetings as an opportunity to discuss readings and other class material, raise questions, and debate the issues raised.

Participation in class discussions is a way for you to demonstrate your understanding of issues raised in the readings and other material. All students are expected to contribute to every class discussion. Thus, you need to read and think about the required readings. Coming to class prepared will not only allow you to get more out of class lectures, but will also allow you to be prepared to critically discuss issues in class. You are also encouraged to show in class that you have read and considered the recommended readings, and are able to critically comment on them. Please note that you will not earn class participation marks by simply talking in class, much less by simply attending. Your class participation mark will reflect your active participation in discussing class material and the degree of thoughtful and critical reflection shown by you as you engage with course material.

Annotated Bibliography Assignment Due November 25 (Weight 20%)

An annotated bibliography is a review of literature on a particular subject. This assignment allows you to demonstrate your familiarity with and ability to critically evaluate literature on a topic related to the sociology of health and illness. Instructions for completing this assignment are posted on WebCT.
Critical Book Review Due March 10/09 (Weight 20%)

Later in the fall term you will be provided with a list of books for review and you will need to choose one of the books listed to write a critical review of 5-7 pages. Additional instructions, including details on specific points to address, will be posted on WebCT.

Some websites offering useful information on how to write a critical book review are:

A Concise Guide to Writing a Critical Book Review: <http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/bookreview/index.cfm>;

Writer’s Handbook: <http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/CriNonfiction.html>;

Writing Book Reviews: <http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/bookreview.html>;

How to Write a Book Review: <http://www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu/LCC/HIS/review.html>.


